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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patent ability 
shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-24, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Joyce 
et al (Hereinafter Joyce U.S Patent No. 6, 320, 947). 

As per claim 1 , Joyce discloses a system for facilitating processing and 

disposition of a transaction within an access controlled environment, comprising: 
an access control facility accessible via a global data processing network.fi. e, 
"computer network "see column 3 line 65 and column 4 lines 1-7") and configured to 
maintain user information. (see column 4 lines 44-57) and to permit or deny. ("i. e, 
"authenticating") a user to enter an access controlled environment, (i. e, "communication 
services") within a data processing environment and to perform user operations within 
said access controlled environment.(see column 7 lines 50-55 and column 8 lines 1-22) 
a transaction management facility operable within said access controlled environment, 
coupled to said access control facility, and configured to store and maintain 
transactional, e, "client "services") data based on said transaction, said user 
operations, and a security scheme. ("i. e, "verifying"), (see column 4 lines 44-57 and 
column 8 lines 35-40) an authentication facility operable within said access controlled 
environment and configured to authenticate said transaction data based on an 
authentication scheme corresponding to said transaction, (see column 4 lines 44-57 and 
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column 8 lines 35-40). 

Joyce fail to explicitly teach a billing facility configured to permit said user to 
establish a billing allocation scheme to be used to control the billing of services provided 
within said access controlled environment, and to consolidate data related to internal 
operations performed by said access control facility, said transaction management 
facility, and said authentication facility to generate and process billing data based on 
said billing allocation scheme, to send a billing notice to a responsible party via said 
global data processing network. 

However Joyce discloses if the PIN access card being utilized to initiate and pay 
for the above Switch Manager.TM. services is a top-up card, then the communications 
to the user regarding account balance, insufficient balance, or exhausted balance 
include an option for the user into add a value to, or "top-up", the card and under such 
circumstances, the user provides a bank account or credit card account number from 
which the system will, in real time, transfer funds into the user's telephony account.(see 
column 16 lines 54-60)and charging for providing the enhanced communication service 
includes decrementing a charge from a pre-paid user account or adding a charge to a 
credit account, (see column 4 lines 7-9) and wherein said step of charging comprises 
decrementing a charge from an online pre-paid user account or adding a charge to an 
outline credit account.(see column 22 lines 20)and the client application services also 
provide a graphical user interface (not shown) and output device (not shown) for access 
to customer accounts and to usage information. (see column 8 lines 56-59) and By 
selecting the account type, details of the account such as name, address, deposit, credit 
limit, and call history, etc. are displayed to the user.(see column 17 lines 35-55). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the teachings of Joyce to include billing facility 
configured to permit said user to establish a billing allocation scheme to be used to 
control the billing of services provided within said access controlled environment, and to 
consolidate data related to internal operations performed by said access control facility, 
said transaction management facility, and said authentication facility to generate and 
process billing data based on said billing allocation scheme, to send a billing notice to a 
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responsible party via said global data processing network in order to provide enhanced 
communication services to users, regardless of where the users may be located in the 
world and regardless of the equipment through which the communication services are 
directed. 

As per claim 2, Joyce discloses wherein said global data processing network is 
the Internet, (see column 6 lines 16-20). 

As per claim 3, Joyce discloses wherein said billing facility generates a billing 
record related to said user operations within said access controlled environment.(see 
column 12 lines 6-9 and column 9 lines 45-49). 

As per claims 4-5, Joyce fail to explicitly teach wherein said billing allocation 
scheme defines a percentage allocation of the costs associated with said transaction to 
be borne by said responsible party and said billing allocation scheme is based on a 
predetermined billing scheme. 

However Joyce discloses if the PIN access card being utilized to initiate and pay 
for the above Switch Manager.TM. services is a top-up card, then the communications 
to the user regarding account balance, insufficient balance, or exhausted balance 
include an option for the user into add a value to, or "top-up", the card and under such 
circumstances, the user provides a bank account or credit card account number from 
which the system will, in real time, transfer funds into the user's telephony account.(see 
column 16 lines 54-60)and charging for providing the enhanced communication service 
includes decrementing a charge from a pre-paid user account or adding a charge to a 
credit account, (see column 4 lines 7-9) and wherein said step of charging comprises 
decrementing a charge from an online pre-paid user account or adding a charge to an 
outline credit account.(see column 22 lines 20)and the client application services also 
provide a graphical user interface (not shown) and output device (not shown) for access 
to customer accounts and to usage information. (see column 8 lines 56-59) and By 
selecting the account type, details of the account such as name, address, deposit, credit 
limit, and call history, etc. are displayed to the user.(see column 17 lines 35-55). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the teachings of Joyce to include said billing 



Application/Control Number: 09/775,532 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3628 

allocation scheme defines a percentage allocation of the costs associated with said 
transaction to be borne by said responsible party and said billing allocation scheme is 
based on a predetermined billing scheme in order to provide enhanced communication 
services to users, regardless of where the users may be located in the world and 
regardless of the equipment through which the communication services are directed. 

As per claim 6, Joyce discloses a system for facilitating transaction processing 
and disposition within an access controlled environment, comprising: 
an access control facility accessible via a global data processing network.(i. e, 
"computer network "see column 3 line 65 and column 4 lines 1-7") and configured to 
maintain user information. (see column 4 lines 44-57) and to permit or deny. (i. e, 
"authenticating") users to login. (i. e, "enter a PIN" see column 4 lines 44-57") into an 
access controlled environment, (i. e, "communication services") maintained within a 
data processing environment.(see column 7 lines 50-55 and column 8 lines 1-22) said 
user information including a profile relating to each user of said users. (see column 14 
lines 49-53) each said profile including a user-specific level of security.(see column 1 1 
lines 43-46) a transaction management facility operable within said access controlled 
environment, coupled to said access control facility, and configured to store and 
maintain data related to a transaction, (i. e, "client services") involving at least one of 
said users based on a predetermined security level to facilitate disposition of said 
transaction within said access controlled environment, and to determine accessibility 
related to said data for said each user based on said each user's profile, (see column 4 
lines 44-57 and column 8 lines 35-40 and column 1 1 lines 37-46) 
an authentication facility operable within said access controlled environment and 
configured to authenticate said data related to said transaction based on a 
predetermined authentication level set to correspond to said transaction, (see column 4 
lines 44-57 and column 8 lines 35-40) a connectivity and communications facility 
coupled to said access control facility, said transaction management facility, and said 
authentication facility, said connectivity and communications facility configured to 
communicate with said access control facility.(see column 7 lines 50-65 and column 8 
lines 1-59 and column 13 lines 1-50) said transaction management facility, said 



Application/Control Number: 09/775,532 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3628 

authentication facility, and external transaction party systems to facilitate disposition of 
said transaction based on said data stored and maintained by said transaction 
management facility, (see column 4 lines 44-57 and column 8 lines 35-40). 

Joyce fail to explicitly teach a billing facility configured to permit said users to 
establish a billing allocation scheme to be used to control the billing of services provided 
within said access controlled environment, and to consolidate data related to internal 
operations performed by said access control facility, said transaction management 
facility, and said authentication facility to generate and process billing data and to send 
a billing notice to a responsible party via said global data processing network. 

However Joyce discloses if the PIN access card being utilized to initiate and pay 
for the above Switch Manager.TM. services is a top-up card, then the communications 
to the user regarding account balance, insufficient balance, or exhausted balance 
include an option for the user into add a value to, or "top-up", the card and under such 
circumstances, the user provides a bank account or credit card account number from 
which the system will, in real time, transfer funds into the user's telephony account.(see 
column 16 lines 54-60)and charging for providing the enhanced communication service 
includes decrementing a charge from a pre-paid user account or adding a charge to a 
credit account, (see column 4 lines 7-9) and wherein said step of charging comprises 
decrementing a charge from an online pre-paid user account or adding a charge to an 
outline credit account.(see column 22 lines 20)and the client application services also 
provide a graphical user interface (not shown) and output device (not shown) for access 
to customer accounts and to usage information. (see column 8 lines 56-59) and By 
selecting the account type, details of the account such as name, address, deposit, credit 
limit, and call history, etc. are displayed to the user.(see column 17 lines 35-55). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the teachings of Joyce to include a billing facility 
configured to permit said users to establish a billing allocation scheme to be used to 
control the billing of services provided within said access controlled environment, and to 
consolidate data related to internal operations performed by said access control facility, 
said transaction management facility, and said authentication facility to generate and 
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process billing data and to send a billing notice to a responsible party via said global 
data processing network in order to provide enhanced communication services to users, 
regardless of where the users may be located in the world and regardless of the 
equipment through which the communication services are directed. 

As per claim 7, Joyce discloses wherein said global data processing network is 
the Internet, (see column 6 lines 16-20). 

As per claim 8, Joyce discloses wherein said billing facility generates a billing 
record related to each operation performed by said users within said access controlled 
environment, (see column 12 lines 6-9 and column 9 lines 45-49). 

As per claim 9, Joyce discloses wherein said billing allocation scheme defines a 
percentage allocation of the costs associated with said transaction to be borne by said 
responsible party. 

As per claim?^v ; .'j10 f Joyce fail to explicitly teach wherein said billing allocation 
scheme defines a percentage allocation of the costs associated with said transaction to 
be borne by said responsible party and said billing allocation scheme is based on a 
predetermined billing scheme. 

However Joyce discloses if the PIN access card being utilized to initiate and pay 
for the above Switch Manager.TM. services is a top-up card, then the communications 
to the user regarding account balance, insufficient balance, or exhausted balance 
include an option for the user into add a value to, or "top-up", the card and under such 
circumstances, the user provides a bank account or credit card account number from 
which the system will, in real time, transfer funds into the user's telephony account.(see 
column 16 lines 54-60)and charging for providing the enhanced communication service 
includes decrementing a charge from a pre-paid user account or adding a charge to a 
credit account, (see column 4 lines 7-9) and wherein said step of charging comprises 
decrementing a charge from an online pre-paid user account or adding a charge to an 
outline credit account.(see column 22 lines 20)and the client application services also 
provide a graphical user interface (not shown) and output device (not shown) for access 
to customer accounts and to usage information. (see column 8 lines 56-59) and By 
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selecting the account type, details of the account such as name, address, deposit, credit 
limit, and call history, etc. are displayed to the user.(see column 17 lines 35-55). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the teachings of Joyce to include said billing 
allocation scheme defines a percentage allocation of the costs associated with said 
transaction to be borne by said responsible party and said billing allocation scheme is 
based on a predetermined billing scheme in order to provide enhanced communication 
services to users, regardless of where the users may be located in the world and 
regardless of the equipment through which the communication services are directed. 

As per claim 1 1 , Joyce discloses a method for facilitating transaction processing 
and disposition within an access controlled environment, comprising the steps of: 
at an access control facility accessible via a global data processing network.(i. e, 
"computer network "see column 3 line 65 and column 4 lines 1-7") maintaining user 
information and permitting or denying, (i. e ( "authenticating") a user to login. (i. e, "enter 
PIN" see column 4 lines 44-57) into an access controlled environment, (i. e, 
"communication services") maintained within a data processing environment, (see 
column 4 lines 44-57and see column 7 lines 50-55 and column 8 lines 1-22) 
at a transaction management facility coupled to said access control facility, storing and 
maintaining data related to a transaction. (i. e, "client services based on a predetermined 
security level to facilitate disposition of said transaction within said access controlled 
environment, (see column 4 lines 44-57 and column 8 lines 35-40 and column 1 1 lines 
37-46) at an authentication facility, authenticating said data related to said transaction 
based on a predetermined authentication level, (see column 4 lines 44-57 and column 8 
lines 35-40) permitting said user to establish a billing allocation scheme to be used to 
control the billing of services provided within said access controlled environment; 

Joyce fail to explicitly teach at a billing facility, consolidating data related to 
internal operations performed by said access control facility, said transaction 
management facility, and said authentication facility based on said billing allocation 
scheme, and at said billing facility, generating and processing said billing data and 
sending a billing notice to a responsible party via said global data processing network. 
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However Joyce discloses if the PIN access card being utilized to initiate and pay 
for the above Switch Manager.TM. services is a top-up card, then the communications 
to the user regarding account balance, insufficient balance, or exhausted balance 
include an option for the user into add a value to, or "top-up", the card and under such 
circumstances, the user provides a bank account or credit card account number from 
which the system will, in real time, transfer funds into the user's telephony account.(see 
column 16 lines 54-60)and charging for providing the enhanced communication service 
includes decrementing a charge from a pre-paid user account or adding a charge to a 
credit account, (see column 4 lines 7-9) and wherein said step of charging comprises 
decrementing a charge from an online pre-paid user account or adding a charge to an 
outline credit account. (see column 22 lines 20)and the client application services also 
provide a graphical user interface (not shown) and output device (not shown) for access 
to customer accounts and to usage information. (see column 8 lines 56-59) and By 
selecting the account type, details of the account such as name, address, deposit, credit 
limit, and call history, etc. are displayed to the user. (see column 17 lines 35-55). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the teachings of Joyce to include at a billing facility, 
consolidating data related to internal operations performed by said access control 
facility, said transaction management facility, and said authentication facility based on 
said billing allocation scheme, and at said billing facility, generating and processing said 
billing data and sending a billing notice to a responsible party via said global data 
processing network in order to provide enhanced communication services to users, 
regardless of where the users may be located in the world and regardless of the 
equipment through which the communication services are directed. 

As per claim 12, Joyce discloses wherein said global data processing network is 
the Internet, (see column 6 lines 16-20). 

As per claim 13, Joyce discloses wherein said billing data is generated and 
processed relating to each operation performed by said user within said access 
controlled environment, (see column 12 lines 6-9 and column 9 lines 45-49). 

As per claims 14-15, Joyce fail to explicitly teach wherein said billing allocation 
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scheme defines a percentage allocation of the costs associated with said transaction to 
be borne by said responsible party and said billing allocation scheme is based on a 
predetermined billing scheme. 

However Joyce discloses if the PIN access card being utilized to initiate and pay 
for the above Switch Manager.TM. services is a top-up card, then the communications 
to the user regarding account balance, insufficient balance, or exhausted balance 
include an option for the user into add a value to, or "top-up", the card and under such 
circumstances, the user provides a bank account or credit card account number from 
which the system will, in real time, transfer funds into the user's telephony account.(see 
column 16 lines 54-60)and charging for providing the enhanced communication service 
includes decrementing a charge from a pre-paid user account or adding a charge to a 
credit account, (see column 4 lines 7-9) and wherein said step of charging comprises 
decrementing a charge from an online pre-paid user account or adding a charge to an 
outline credit account. (see column 22 lines 20)and the client application services also 
provide a graphical user interface (not shown) and output device (not shown) for access 
to customer accounts and to usage information. (see column 8 lines 56-59) and By 
selecting the account type, details of the account such as name, address, deposit, credit 
limit, and call history, etc. are displayed to the user. (see column 17 lines 35-55). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the teachings of Joyce to include said billing 
allocation scheme defines a percentage allocation of the costs associated with said 
transaction to be borne by said responsible party and said billing allocation scheme is 
based on a predetermined billing scheme and sending a billing notice to a responsible 
party via said global data processing network in order to provide enhanced 
communication services to users, regardless of where the users may be located in the 
world and regardless of the equipment through which the communication services are 
directed. 

As per claim 16, Joyce discloses a method for facilitating transaction processing 
and disposition within an access controlled environment, comprising the steps of: 
at a user system operated by a user, accessing an access control facility via a global 



Application/Control Number: 09/775,532 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 3628 

data processing network.(i. e, "computer network "see column 3 line 65 and column 4 
lines 1-7") said access control facility configured to maintain user information related to 
said user.(see column 4 lines 44-57 and see column 8 lines 35-40) 
permitting or denying. (L e, "authenticating") said user system operable access to an 
access controlled environment.^, e, "communication services maintained within a data 
processing environment .(see column 7 lines 50-55 and column 8 lines 1-22) based on 
a profile related to said user including a user-specific level of security.(see column 14 
lines 49-53 and column 1 1 lines 43-46) at a transaction management facility coupled to 
said access control facility and operating within said access controlled environment, 
storing and maintaining data related to a transaction. (i. e, client services") involving said 
user based on a predetermined security level to facilitate disposition of said transaction 
within said access controlled environment, said transaction management facility, (see 
column 4 lines 55-57 and column 11 lines 37-45) determining accessibility related to 
said data for said user based on said user's profile at an authentication facility operating 
within said access control environment, authenticating said data related to said 
transaction based on a predetermined authentication level set to correspond to said 
transaction, (see column 4 lines 44-57 and column 8 lines 35-40 and column 9 lines 45- 
49) at a communications facility coupled to said access control facility, said transaction 
management facility, said authentication facility.(see column 7 lines 50-65 and column 
8 lines 1-59 and column 13 lines 1-50) and operating within said access controlled 
environment, communicating with external systems to facilitate disposition of said 
transaction based on said data stored and maintained by said transaction management 
facility, (see column 4 lines 44-57 and column 8 lines 35-40). 

Joyce fail to explicitly teach permitting said user to establish a billing allocation 
scheme to be used to control the billing of services provided within said access 
controlled environment and it a billing facility operating within said access controlled 
environment, consolidating data related to internal operations performed by said access 
control facility, said transaction management facility, and said authentication facility, 
generating and processing billing data, and sending a billing notice based on said billing 
data and said billing allocation scheme to a responsible party via said global data 
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processing network. 

However Joyce discloses if the PIN access card being utilized to initiate and pay 
for the above Switch Manager.TM. services is a top-up card, then the communications 
to the user regarding account balance, insufficient balance, or exhausted balance 
include an option for the user into add a value to, or "top-up", the card and under such 
circumstances, the user provides a bank account or credit card account number from 
which the system will, in real time, transfer funds into the user's telephony account.(see 
column 16 lines 54-60) and charging for providing the enhanced communication service 
includes decrementing a charge from a pre-paid user account or adding a charge to a 
credit account, (see column 4 lines 7-9) and wherein said step of charging comprises 
decrementing a charge from an online pre-paid user account or adding a charge to an 
outline credit account.(see column 22 lines 20)and the client application services also 
provide a graphical user interface (not shown) and output device (not shown) for access 
to customer accounts and to usage information. (see column 8 lines 56-59) and By 
selecting the account type, details of the account such as name, address, deposit, credit 
limit, and call history, etc. are displayed to the user.(see column 17 lines 35-55). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the teachings of Joyce to include permitting said user 
to establish a billing allocation scheme to be used to control the billing of services 
provided within said access controlled environment and it a billing facility operating 
within said access controlled environment, consolidating data related to internal 
operations performed by said access control facility, said transaction management 
facility, and said authentication facility, generating and processing billing data, and 
sending a billing notice based on said billing data and said billing allocation scheme to a 
responsible party via said global data processing network in order to provide enhanced 
communication services to users, regardless of where the users may be located in the 
world and regardless of the equipment through which the communication services are 
directed. 

As per claim 17, Joyce discloses wherein said global data processing network is 
the Internet, (see column 6 lines 16-20). 
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As per claim 18, Joyce discloses further comprises the step of: at said billing 
facility, generating a billing record related to each operation performed by said user 
within, (see column 12 lines 6-9 and column 9 lines 45-49). 

As per claims 19-20, Joyce fail to explicitly teach wherein said billing allocation 
scheme defines a percentage allocation of the costs associated with said transaction to 
be borne by said responsible party and said billing allocation scheme is based on a 
predetermined billing scheme. 

However Joyce discloses if the PIN access card being utilized to initiate and pay 
for the above Switch Manager.TM. services is a top-up card, then the communications 
to the user regarding account balance, insufficient balance, or exhausted balance 
include an option for the user into add a value to, or "top-up", the card and under such 
circumstances, the user provides a bank account or credit card account number from 
which the system will, in real time, transfer funds into the user's telephony account.(see 
column 16 lines 54-60)and charging for providing the enhanced communication service 
includes decrementing a charge from a pre-paid user account or adding a charge to a 
credit account, (see column 4 lines 7-9) and wherein said step of charging comprises 
decrementing a charge from an online pre-paid user account or adding a charge to an 
outline credit account.(see column 22 lines 20)and the client application services also 
provide a graphical user interface (not shown) and output device (not shown) for access 
to customer accounts and to usage information. (see column 8 lines 56-59) and By 
selecting the account type, details of the account such as name, address, deposit, credit 
limit, and call history, etc. are displayed to the user.(see column 17 lines 35-55). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the teachings of Joyce to include said billing 
allocation scheme defines a percentage allocation of the costs associated with said 
transaction to be borne by said responsible party and said billing allocation scheme is 
based on a predetermined billing scheme and sending a billing notice to a responsible 
party via said global data processing network in order to provide enhanced 
communication services to users, regardless of where the users may be located in the 
world and regardless of the equipment through which the communication services are 
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directed. 

As per claim 21, Joyce discloses a system for facilitating processing and 
disposition of a transaction within an access controlled environment, comprising: 
an access control facility accessible via a global data processing network.(i. e, 
"computer network "see column 3 line 65 and column 4 lines 1-7") and configured to 
permit or deny.(i. e, "authenticating") a user to enter an access controlled environment 
within a data processing environment and to utilize services offered within said access 
controlled environment.^, e, communication services") (see column 4 lines 44-57 and 
see column 7 lines 50-55 and column 8 lines 1-22). 

Joyce fail to explicitly teach a billing facility configured to permit said user to 
establish a billing allocation scheme to be used to control billing related to said services 
provided within said access controlled environment to generate and process billing data 
based on said services offered within said access controlled environment and said 
billing allocation scheme, and to send a billing notice to a responsible party via said 
global data processing network. 

However Joyce discloses if the PIN access card being utilized to initiate and pay for the 
above Switch Manager.TM. services is a top-up card, then the communications to the 
user regarding account balance, insufficient balance, or exhausted balance include an 
option for the user into add a value to, or "top-up", the card and under such 
circumstances, the user provides a bank account or credit card account number from 
which the system will, in real time, transfer funds into the user's telephony account.(see 
column 16 lines 54-60)and charging for providing the enhanced communication service 
includes decrementing a charge from a pre-paid user account or adding a charge to a 
credit account, (see column 4 lines 7-9) and wherein said step of charging comprises 
decrementing a charge from an online pre-paid user account or adding a charge to an 
outline credit account. (see column 22 lines 20)and the client application services also 
provide a graphical user interface (not shown) and output device (not shown) for access 
to customer accounts and to usage information. (see column 8 lines 56-59) and By 
selecting the account type, details of the account such as name, address, deposit, credit 
limit, and call history, etc. are displayed to the user.(see column 17 lines 35-55). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Joyce to include a billing facility 
configured to permit said user to establish a billing allocation scheme to be used to 
control billing related to said services provided within said access controlled 
environment to generate and process billing data based on said services offered within 
said access controlled environment and said billing allocation scheme, and to send a 
billing notice to a responsible party via said global data processing network in order to 
provide enhanced communication services to users, regardless of where the users may 
be located in the world and regardless of the equipment through which the 
communication services are directed. 

regarding account balance, insufficient balance, or exhausted balance include an 
option for the user into add a value to, or "top-up", the card and under such 
circumstances, the user provides a bank account or credit card account number from 
which the system will, in real time, transfer funds into the user's telephony account.(see 
column 16 lines 54-60)and charging for providing the enhanced communication service 
includes decrementing a charge from a pre-paid user account or adding a charge to a 
credit account, (see column 4 lines 7-9) and wherein said step of charging comprises 
decrementing a charge from an online pre-paid user account or adding a charge to an 
outline credit account.(see column 22 lines 20)and the client application services also 
provide a graphical user interface (not shown) and output device (not shown) for access 
to customer accounts and to usage information. (see column 8 lines 56-59) and By 
selecting the account type, details of the account such as name, address, deposit, credit 
limit, and call history, etc. are displayed to the user.(see column 17 lines 35-55). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the teachings of Joyce to include allocation scheme 
defines a percentage allocation of the costs associated with said transaction to be borne 
by said responsible party and wherein said billing allocation scheme is based on a 
predetermined billing scheme in order to provide enhanced communication services to 
users, regardless of where the users may be located in the world and regardless of the 
equipment through which the communication services are directed. 
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As per claim 22, Joyce discloses wherein said billing facility generates a billing 
record related to each operation related to said services performed by said user within 
said access controlled environment, .(see column 12 lines 6-9 and column 9 lines 45- 
49). 

As per claims 23-24, Joyce fail to explicitly teach allocation scheme defines a 
percentage allocation of the costs associated with said transaction to be borne by said 
responsible party and wherein said billing allocation scheme is based on a 
predetermined billing scheme. 

However Joyce discloses if the PIN access card being utilized to initiate and pay 
for the above Switch ManagerTM. services is a top-up card, then the communications 
to the user regarding account balance, insufficient balance, or exhausted balance 
include an option for the user into add a value to, or "top-up", the card and under such 
circumstances, the user provides a bank account or credit card account number from 
which the system will, in real time, transfer funds into the user's telephony account.(see 
column 16 lines 54-60)and charging for providing the enhanced communication service 
includes decrementing a charge from a pre-paid user account or adding a charge to a 
credit account, (see column 4 lines 7-9) and wherein said step of charging comprises 
decrementing a charge from an online pre-paid user account or adding a charge to an 
outline credit account.(see column 22 lines 20)and the client application services also 
provide a graphical user interface (not shown) and output device (not shown) for access 
to customer accounts and to usage information. (see column 8 lines 56-59) and By 
selecting the account type, details of the account such as name, address, deposit, credit 
limit, and call history, etc. are displayed to the user.(see column 17 lines 35-55). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the teachings of Joyce to include allocation scheme 
defines a percentage allocation of the costs associated with said transaction to be borne 
by said responsible party and wherein said billing allocation scheme is based on a 
predetermined billing scheme in order to provide enhanced communication services to 
users, regardless of where the users may be located in the world and regardless of the 
equipment through which the communication services are directed. 
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Conclusion 



4. The prior art of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
Applicants disclosure. 

Lee et al (US Patent 6, 102, 961) teaches method and apparatus for selecting ip blocks. 

Risen et al (US 6, 018, 714 Patent) teaches method of protecting against a change in 

value of intellectual property and product providing such protection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Clement B Graham whose telephone number is 703- 

305-1874. The examiner can normally be reached on 7am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on 703-308-0505. The fax phone numbers 

for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-0040 

for regular communications and 703-305-0040 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 

should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 

CG 

September 29, 2004 
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